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KCEE ECONOMICS/FINANCIAL LITERACY 
LESSON

Lesson Title:  Economic History Sorting Project
Subject:  Economics/Business 

Grade Range:  9-12

Your name: Dan Townsend

Email address:  Stephen.hall@daviess.kyschools.us

School District: Daviess County Public Schools
School Name and Address: North Hardin High School, 801 South Logsdon Pkwy., 
Radcliff, KY 40160

lesson:  

FOR THIS ACTIVITY, I PUT STUDENTS IN GROUPS OF TWO OR THREE AND HAVE THEM ORGANIZE THE “FACTORS” BELOW INTO CATEGORIES OF ECONOMIC HISTORY.  EACH GROUP CUTS OUT THE “FACTORS” (groupings, not individual items) AND CUTS OUT THE CATEGORIES TO BEGIN THE ACTIIVITY.  THIS “SORTING/ORGANIZING” ACTIVITY COMES AFTER EACH GROUP HAS GIVEN A BRIEF PRESENTATION ABOUT THE HISTORY OF THE ECONOMIC ERA THEY WERE ASSIGNED http://countrystudies.us/united-states/economy-3.htm 
Trapping/trading furs

Shipbuilding

Plantations

Disputes over taxation with England
American Revolution
The constitution

Government regulation of commerce

Creation of money

Subsidies to nurture infant industries

Creation of a national bank

Cotton gin

Large plantations

Government-created roads and waterways (Cumberland Pike, Eerie Canal)

President Jackson didn’t renew national bank charter; economic panics 

Steamboats

Railroads

Discovery of gold

Industrial revolution

Cotton was the #1 industry

First Pacific railroad

Immigration

Civil War

President Lincoln

Oil

Typewriter/Telephones/Phonographs

Automobiles & airplanes

Gilded Age

Rockefeller/Carnegie/Ford/Morgan

Progressives 

Interstate Commerce Act

Sherman Anti-trust Act

Federal Trade Commission

Food & Drug Administration

Social Security

New Deal

Drop in military spending

Baby boom

Iron curtain

International Monetary Fund

World Bank

Migration from cities to suburbs

JFK’s New Frontier
Peace Corps

Space exploration

LBJ’s Great Society

OPEC / oil embargo
Vietnam War
Stagflation

President Carter
Deep recession

Supply-side / Reaganomics

Deregulation

Savings & Loans’ crisis

Budget deficit swelled

Japan challenges America as economic powerhouse

Corporate raiders

President Clinton

Fall of the Soviet Union

Japanese economy in recession

Declining # of farmers

First budget surplus in 30 years

Global economy

NAFTA
Longest peace-time economic expansion in history

CUT OUT EACH LINE/CATEGORY

COLONIZATION

THEN NATION’S NEW ECONOMY

MOVEMENT SOUTH & WESTWARD

INDUSTRIAL GROWTH

INVENTIONS, DEVELOPMENTS,

AND TYCOONS

GOVERNMENT INVOLVEMENT

POSTWAR ECONOMY: 1945-1960

YEARS OF CHANGE: 1960s – 1970s

THE ECONOMY IN THE 1980s

THE 90s AND BEYOND
