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KCEE ECONOMICS/FINANCIAL LITERACY 
LESSONS 

Lesson Title:  T-Shirt Travels
Subject:  Economic Interdependence
Grade Range:  7-8 

Your name: Shawn Quinn
Email address: Shawn.quinn@warren.kyschools.us


School District: Warren County Public Schools
School Name and Address:

Henry Moss Middle School

2565 Russellville Rd, Bowling Green, KY 4210
Standards:  
Economics:

SS-6-E-1

Students will understand the concept of scarcity (imbalance between unlimited wants and limited resources) as it applies to individuals, societies, and governments across geographic regions.

SS-6-E-5

Students will examine economic interdependence among regions.

*This lesson can also connect to the following Writing and Mathematics Standards from CCS. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence

CCSS.Math.Content.8.SP.A.1 Construct and interpret scatter plots for bivariate measurement data to investigate patterns of association between two quantities. Describe patterns such as clustering, outliers, positive or negative association, linear association, and nonlinear association. 

CCSS.Math.Content.8.SP.A.2 Know that straight lines are widely used to model relationships between two quantitative variables. For scatter plots that suggest a linear association, informally fit a straight line, and informally assess the model fit by judging the closeness of the data points to the line.

Lesson/Lesson Plan: 

Required Materials:

· Graph (See below)
· Maps of the world

· Posters or laminated dry erase work well

· Optional:
· Google Earth

· Manufacturing documentaries

Procedure: 
1. Students will complete the following opening prompt
a. Choose 3 different types of products.

b. Explain where you think those products are made

c. Explain why you think they are made there. 
2. Discuss answers and pose questions to students about their response.

a. Why do you think that?

b. What evidence do you have to support that idea?

c. Is that where the raw materials come from as well?

d. How do you think they deliver all of the products?
3. Pass out graphs to students

a. This can be done in pairs or as small groups
4. Instruct students to circulate the room and find where people’s T-shirts are made. Check the tags and record the information the graph asks for. Materials used, Location,

a. This part can be expanded to include any manufactured item in the classroom

i. Pencils, pens, notebooks, books, pencil sharpeners, electronics, etc.
5. Have students collect the data and record their findings on the maps provided. 
6. Have students hypothesize why certain types of materials are used in certain areas.

a. Is there a connection between materials and locations?

b. Why do you think that companies choose to manufacture where they do?

c. If you had a company where would you choose to manufacture your product?
7. Once students have made their hypothesis allow them to access the CIA world fact book. 

a. https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/ 
8. Have students use the facts from the section on economics and manufactured goods to support or adjust their hypothesis. 

9. Have students present their ideas with the facts and statistics to back it up. 
10. Closing reflection:

a. What connection did we find between geography and production? 

b. What statistics from the fact book did you find that back up your idea? 

c. Are there any statistics that would be more helpful to you?

d. What did we learn about why most clothes come from certain areas. 

Extensions: 
· Skype with garment factory operators to investigate the process and how decisions are made.

· Trace a product from raw material to factory to consumer on a map. Investigate where lines overlap and how the process might be changed. 

· Explore alternate sources for raw materials and energy. Explore how those will affect the production and cost of a product. 

· Explore the shipping industry. Why does it cost to ship things around the world? What process do companies follow in determining where and how to ship?

