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KCEE ECONOMICS/FINANCIAL LITERACY 
LESSONS 

Lesson Title:  My Spring Break
Subject:  Budgeting 

Grade Range:  9-12 

Name:  Jody Charleston
Email address:  jody.charleston@jefferson.kyschools.us
School District:  Jefferson County Public Schools
School Name and Address:  Eastern High School 12400 Old Shelbyville Road, 40243
Description:  A real-world project that allows students to make decisions as a consumer to plan, manage, budget and spend a given amount of money for their Spring Break Trip
Standards:  Per KDE - High School Technology Information Standards - Communication & Productivity (1.6, 3.3, 6.3); Research, Inquiring/Problem Solving and Innovation (1.1, 5.1, 5.4, 6.1); High School Social Studies Standards -  Economics (2.18); High School Vocational Studies Standards - Financial Literacy (2.30); Consumer Decision (5.4) 
Lesson/Lesson Plan: 
	My Spring Break Trip

	Spring Break Lesson Plan
Jody Charleston, Eastern High School Certified Teacher
3 days (internet research 2 days, organizing spreadsheet and data 1 day)

	Introduction

	You are a few months away from Spring Break!  You are excited about traveling anywhere your money can take you.  Your funds may be limited but you still can travel and have a good time.  Will you plan a short get-a-way to Tennessee, Ohio, or Indiana; will you plan a luxury vacation to the beaches of Miami or Panama City or Cancun; or will you revisit your favorite vacation spot?  Let’s see how well you budget your money and spending.  Let’s see who shall get the most BANG for their bucks.  You are the consumer and it’s your money, not Mom or Dad’s!  Let’s see if you can spend it wisely!

.

	Task(s)

	In order to plan and budget your Spring Break Trip the following task are required:

Place:  you must leave your current city.

Transportation:  you must be one of the following: Airplane(round trip), Rental Car (mileage, gas, day rental), Train (roundtrip), Motor Coach Bus (roundtrip)

Hotel:  you must stay in a hotel for at least 4 nights (no staying with family)

Food:  you must eat at least 2 meals a day.  One of those meals has to be dinner

Entertainment/Activities:  you must include at least 4 activities at your Spring Break Destination

Souvenir: you must purchase 1 souvenir to remembering this wonder Spring Break you have planned

Left over money:  Cannot be more than $50

	Activity/Process

	Classroom Activities:

1. Draw your budget amount from the hat.  This is what you have to spend for your Spring Break Trip. (amounts range from $800 - $3500)

2. Determine a location for your Spring Break Trip

3. Use of the internet to research the best businesses companies with cost you can afford for your hotel, transportation, entertainment/activities available (site all sources)

4. Use of an Excel spreadsheet to calculate and track all spending. (All expenditures must be on the spreadsheet)

5. Spreadsheet must be neatly organized and easy to read

6. Answer the following Financial Literacy questions after completing the activities:

· How do you budget the monies you have to spend? 

· Did you get to do everything you thought you could?

· What obstacles did you face with budgeting everything that was required?

· How did you adjust your budget when you faced an obstacle?

· What did you learn about money and budgeting?

· What made this budgeting project challenging?    



	Resources

	Internet

Excel

	Evaluation

	How well did the students stay within their budgets?  Were the students able to spend their money on items that were required?  Did the students plan a successful Spring Break Trip that met all guidelines of the project?  Can the students demonstrate the connection with real-world activities of spending and budgeting money? 

	Standards met (See 1st Page)

	


