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Tips and techniques for Windows 95 enthusiasts

Usm VBScript to automate the

f you store a lot of data on your hard
drive, you probably use a very detailed
older structure in order to keep your
3 orgamzcd and to make it easy to find
t you're looking for. For example, you
o ght have a structure that has a main
felder for your work, which contains other
sted folders for each project category
and months. Such a structure might look
similar to the example shown in Figure A.
_ While this type of folder structure keeps
ur data very organized, it does require
. you spend a lot of time opening and
ing folders in Windows Explorer and
“application’s Open and Save As dia-
as you work. All this opening
‘dﬂsing of folders can be time consum-
d frustrating.

; jouldn’t it be nice if you could refer-
- ence the path to a specific set of data fold-
"’-c,m with a single drive letter? If you're

DOS-based Subst command

know that you can do so quite easily with
the Subst command.

For example, if you're working with the
files in the Project 1\Sub Project A\June
folder, you can use the Subst command to
assign that path to drive letter W. Any time
vou need to access files in that folder, you
can just access drive W. Of course, that
means that each time you want to assign a
specific path to a drive letter, you have to
open an MS-DOS Prompt window and
manually type the commands to create the
drive. This, too, can be time consuming
and frustrating,

Fortunately, we discovered a way to au-
tomate the Subst command with the Win-
dows Scripting Host and two scripts
written in the VBScript language. These
scripts will allow you to dynamically as-
sign a drive letter for your nested data fold-
ers and delete that drive letter when you've
finished. Once you begin using these
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handy scripts, you'll wonder how you
ever lived without them.

In this article, we'll show you how to
create two scripts in VBScript that will au-
tomate the procedure of using the Subst
command to create a drive letter for your
nested folders and delete it just as easily.
As we do, we'll explain each step in detail.

Getting started

As we mentioned, our scripts will make
use of the Subst command to create a drive
letter for your nested folders as well as
delete the drive letter. If you're not famil-
iar with the Subst command, we recom-
mend that you take a look at the sidebar
“Understanding the Subst command.”
Doing so will help you understand and
appreciate what the scripts are designed
to automate.

Furthermore, if typing in the com-
mands to create the scripts isn’t your cup
of tea, don't worry—the scripts are avail-
able for download from our ftp site at
ftp.zdjournals.com/w95/jun00.zip.

Creating the Make Work
Drive script

Creating the Make Work Drive seript is
easy. To begin, launch Notepad and con-
struct the Make Work Drive script shown
in Figure B. Be sure that you type all the
commands exactly as shown. If you don't,
the script wont work correctly. When
you've finished, save the file as Make Work
Drive.vbs.

in WinShell, prompt, folderpath, substcnd

et WinShell = WScript.Createdbject(“UScript.Shell™) o
onpt = “Type the path that pou want to assige te drive V. & whCrlf A_

" & ebCelF B

1f folderpath = " Then
Wscript.quit
{Else

‘HsgBox "Ready?", 32, "Make Vork Drive™ :.:
‘Winshell .Run “explorer.exe /n, /e, wi\",1,False o
End 1 e
Wscript.quit v

“{Be sure toenclese the path im deshle quotes IF it includes spaces.)™

Folderpath = InputBox(prompt, “Where do you wanl Lo work today?")

suhstcmd ~"subst w: ™ & Folderpath

WinShell . Bun substomd, 2, False

Figure B: The Make Work Drive script automates using the DOS-based

Subst command.
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Studying the Make Work

Drive script

Now that you've created the Make Work
Drive script, let’s take a step-by-step look
at how the script works. Doing so now
will give you a basic understanding of
how the VBScript commands work in the
script function and will make it easier for
you to customize the script later.

The first line in the script defines the
four variables, or placeholders, that the
script uses to store information, We've
used names that represent the information
that the script stores in the variables, For
example, the WinShell variable will hold
special information about the Windows
operating system, the prompt variable will
hold the prompt that will appear in the di-
alog box, the tolderpath variable will hold
the path to the folders you want to work
with, and the substemd variable will hold
the complete Subst command.

The second line activates the WinShell
variable and provides it with access to
some of the Windows operating system
objects that the Windows Scripting Host
makes available to the scripting lan-
guages. In this script, we'll take advantage
of the objects that launch applications and
display dialog boxes.

The third line assigns the text that will
be the prompt in the dialog box to the
prompt variable. The vbCrLf command at
the end of each line of text is equivalent to
pressing [Enter] after each line of text.
This makes it possible to format the con-
tents of the dialog box.

The next command line uses the Input-
Box command to create the dialog box,
which waits for input from the user. When
the user types a path in the text box and
clicks OK or leaves the text box blank and
clicks Cancel, the result is assigned to the
folderpath variable.

The next eight lines make up the
11...Then.. .Else statement, which analyzes
the value in the folderpath variable and per-
forms one of two actions. The first part of
the statement checks to see if the folderpath
variable is empty. If it is, then the user ei-
ther clicked Cancel or clicked OK without
filling in the text box. Either way, if the
tolderpath variable is empty, the Wscrpt.Ouit
command terminates the script.

If the folderpath variable contains text,
the script jumps to the commands that fol-



low the Else statement. There, the substcmd
variable is assigned a text string that in-
cludes the command subst w: as well as
the path that’s stored as a text string in the
folderpath variable,

The next line then uses the WinShel L.Run
command to run the DOS-based Subst
command, which assigns the path to the
drive letter W. As soon the Subst com-
mand creates the drive, the script opens a
My Computer style window and displays
the contents of drive W.

The next two lines contain optional
commands that allow the script to display
the contents of drive W in a Windows Ex-
plorer style window. These lines are dis-
abled by virtue of the apostrophe (') at the
beginning of each line. If you're satisfied
with a My Computer style window, you
can leave these commands disabled.

However, if you'd prefer to see the con-
tents of drive W in a Windows Explorer
style window; all you have to do is delete
the apostrophe marks, as shown in Figure
C. When you do, the MsgBox command will
immediately display a prompt and pre-
vent the script from opening a My Com-
puter style window. When you click OK,
the following WinShell.Run command dis-
plays the contents of drive W in a Win-
dows Explorer style window.

Regardless of which window style you
decide to go with, the End If command

rks. Basically, the Subst command, v
command, allows you to assign v

Vork \ Project 116) June fold,
Prompt window and type
"D:\Work\Project 1\6) June"

s because it contains spaces.)

access the June folder,

- path. If you want to assign

case, we have to enclose the pa :

d then access the Work) Project 1\6)
from Windows Explorer, My Computer,

' File Open or Save As dialog box, simply by
drive W. No more clicking multiple fold-

mind that the new drive letter will " :

Dim WinShell, prompt, folderpath, substcmed

Set WinShell = WScript.Createddject(“VWScript.Shell™)

prompt - "Ippe the path that gou want to assign to drive W." & wbCrlf &
™" & ubCrLF &_
“{#e sure to enciose thy path in deuble quotes If it incledes spaces.)”

Folderpath « InputBox(prompt, “Mhere do you want to work todag?™")

If Folderpath -
Wscript.Quit
Else
substond =“subst w:

" Then

& folderpath
WinShell Run substcnd, 2, False o

ox “Ready?", 32, “Make Work Drive" o
Shell.Run “explorer.exe /n, /e, w:\",1,False >
(2 1F ‘:.
Uscript.quit r

Figure C: If you'd prefer to use a Windows Explorer style window, simply
delete the apostrophe marks in front of the two disabled lines.

closes the If...Then...Etse statement.
Then, the Wscrpt.Quit command termi-
nates the script.

Creating the Delete Work

Drive script
Once you've run the Make Work Drive
script, you'll need a way to delete the
work drive should you want to assign the
drive letter to another path. To do so,
you'll use the Delete Work Drive script.
To create the Delete Work Drive script,
launch Notepad and construct the script

you want to assign the drive letter to another
ou first have to delete the existing drive. To
open an MS-DOS Prompt window and use

L1d
" Subst W: /4

Another thing to keep in mind here is that we
e to use W for the drive letter as it makes it
to remember that the drive is assigned to the
folder. However, you can use any letter that
you want, as long as it's not already being used on
the system.
Now that you understand how the Subst
command works, you'll appreciate the auto-
mation that the Make Work Drive and Delete




shown in Figure D. Be sure that you type
all the commands exactly as shown. If you
don’t, the script won't work correctly.
When you've finished, save the file as
Delete Work Drive.obs.

Studying the Delete Work
Drive script

Now that you've created the Delete
Work Drive script, let's take a step-by-
step look at how the script works, To
begin with, the script defines the three
variables that it uses to store informa-
tion. Again, we've used names that rep-
resent the information that the script
stores in the variables. Just like in the
Make Work Drive script, the WinShell
variable will hold special information
about the Windows operating system.

[pin WinShell, Fileshell, workdrv

[Set WinShell » UScript.Createbject("WScript.Sholl") -
et FileShell = WScript.Createlbject(“Scripting. rllewstemject“) A
: dru - “u"

1 FileShell. DriveExists{vorkdry) Then
VinShell .Run “subst w: /d, 2, False pos

HsgBox "Werk Drive deletedt”, 32, "Delete Werk Drive™

1se

HugBox “Weork Drive isn't presentt™, 16, "Delete Work Drive™

do you want 10 wark today?

Figure E: You'll type the path to the folder
that you want to work with in the text box.

Figure F: When you Figure G: If the work drive
double-click on the Delete isn’t present when you
Work Drive shortcut, the double-click on the Delete
script informs you that the Work Drive shortcut, you'll
operation was successful, see this dialog box.
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The FileShell variable will hold special
information about file management and
the workdrv will hold the drive letter as-
signed to the work drive.

The second line activates the WinShell
variable and provides it with access to
some of the Windows operating system
objects just like it did in the Make Work
Drive script. It will allow access to the ob-
jects that launch applications and display
dialog boxes.

The third line activates the FileShell
variable and provides it with access to
some of the file management objects the
Windows Scripting Host makes available to
the scripting languages. In the Delete Work
Drive script, we'll take advantage of the ob-
ject that allows us to examine drive letters.

The fourth line simply assigns the vork-
drv variable the letter assigned to the work
drive. In this case, the work drive is as-
signed to the letter w.

The next six lines make up an
1f...Then...Else statement, which deter-
mines if the drive letter W is present and
performs one of two actions. If drive W is
present, the first part of the statement uses
the WinShell.Run command to launch the
subst /4 command to delete the drive let-
ter. Then, the MsgBox command displays a
message letting the user know that the
drive has been deleted.

If drive W isn’t present, it either hasn’t
been created yet or it's already been delet-
ed. In either case, the following MsgBox
command displays a message letting the
user know that the drive isn’t present.

The Ené It command then closes
the If...Then...Else statement. Finally,
the Wscrpt.Quit command terminates
the script.

Using the scripts

Using the scripts is easy. To make using
the scripts as convenient as possible, you
can create shortcuts to the scripts and then
put the shortcuts on the desktop, the Start
menu, the Quick Launch toolbar, or on a
custom toolbar—wherever you think they
would be most convenient for you.

Now, when you double-click on the
Work Drive script shorteut, you'll see the
Where Do You Want To Work Today? di-
alog box. You'll then type the path to
the folder that you want to work with in
the text box, as shown in Figure E, and
click OK. Keep in mind that you must



enclose the path in double quotes if it
includes spaces.

If you decide that you don't want to
create drive W at this point, you can just
click Cancel. When you do, the Where
Do You Want To Work Today? dialog box
disappears.

If after you create your work drive, you
want to delete it, just double-click on the
Delete Work Drive shorteut. When you do,
you'll see the dialog box shown in Figure
E. If you forget that you previously delet-

ed the work drive and double-click on the
Delete Work Drive shorteut, you'll see the
dialog box shown in Figure G.

Conclusion

If you use a detailed folder structure to
keep your data organized, you probably
spend a lot of time opening and closing
folders as you work. In this article, we've
shown you how to simplify this task by
using VBScript to automate the use of the
Subst command. B

Creating your own

s you know, Windows 95 uses

sound scheme
sounds to alert you to all kinds of

A events that occur as you're using

your system. For example, you'll hear
sounds when you start the system, select
items from the Start menu, minimize or
maximize windows, and much more.
These sounds are designed to help you
use the operating system and make using
Windows fun.

If you enjoy having sounds alert you to
events, you know that Windows 95 comes
with several sound schemes from which
to choose. To select from the available

Figure A: Windows
1 95 comes with several
=11 sound schemes from
which you can choose.

sound schemes, open Control Panel and
double-click on the Sounds icon. When
you do, you'll see the Sounds Properties

dialog box. Click the Schemes dropdown
list, as shown in Figure A, and select the
sound scheme that you want to use. To
apply the sound scheme, you either click
the Apply button or click OK.

If you get tired of the sound schemes
that come with Windows 95, you can find
thousands of sounds on the Internet and
use them to create your sound schemes.
However, chances are that you've won-
dered if you could create your own
unique sound schemes. Fortunately, the
answer is yes and the procedure is a lot of
fun! You could make it a family project on
a rainy day.

Windows 95 provides you with Sound
Recorder, which comes with all the tools
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you need to record your own sounds and
save them as WAV files. Sound recorder
also provides you with the ability to edit,
enhance, and even add special effects to
your sounds. You can then use the Sounds
tool in Control Panel to assemble a sound
scheme. With a little ingenuity and some
special techniques, you'll find yourself
creating wonderful sound schemes.

In this article, we'll show you how to
create unique sounds by using common
items that you can find in your home. As
we do, we'll show you how to use Sound
Recorder to record, edit, manipulate, and
save the sounds as WAV files. Then, we’ll
show you how to use the Sounds tool in




